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                           Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
Stepping Stones is committed to ensuring that every child can access a broad balanced and differentiated curriculum which enables them to learn and develop skills in a safe and supportive environment.

Aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

1. To provide quality learning experiences for all the children. Learning will be through play activities which are structured, balanced, relevant to the child and related to the real world.

2. To provide a curriculum which takes account of, and responds to, the children’s developmental needs and allows them to make progress relating to their differing abilities. ‘What the child can do’ will be our starting point.

3. To ensure that children have positive experiences of success at their own levels in order to give them confidence and motivation for learning in the future.

4. To support pupils to achieve the following outcomes – Staying safe, Being Healthy, Enjoying and Achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.

5. To provide a curriculum which promotes the ‘Early Learning Goals’ identified in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.
6. To provide a curriculum based on four key principles identified in the EYFS – A unique child, Positive relationships, enabling environments, Learning and development.                                         

7.  To provide a curriculum which provides equal learning and developmental opportunities for all children.
8. Create a partnership with parents to support each child’s development.
The Curriculum

In each session at Stepping Stones, we aim to provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum which addresses each child’s social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development with a safe and stimulating environment.

Our curriculum enables the child to learn and develop skills and understanding in these areas of learning:
The prime areas being

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

· Communication and Language (CL)

· Physical Development (PD)

The specific areas are:

· Mathematics

· Literacy

· Understanding the World.

· Expressive Art and Design

Throughout the EYFS we plan activities and play opportunities to give children learning experiences and opportunities to work towards the Early Learning Goals.

Teaching and Learning opportunities will take place throughout a child’s session from arrival at our setting to time spent in the playroom and outside areas. Children will be supported to engage in daily routines and activities both with others and independently.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

The EYFS also include the characteristics of effective learning which highlights the importance of a child’s attitude towards their learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world around them.
The three characteristics are:

· Playing and Exploring

· Active Learning

· Creating and Thinking Critically.
All Curriculum planning and evaluation will consider these characteristics.
Communication
Communication is the foundation of relationships and essential for learning, play and social interaction. Stepping Stones use a Total Communication Approach to support children to understand and be understood. Children with a wide range of communication needs will be supported to successfully develop early communication skills to support their successful access to the EYFS curriculum.
Stepping Stones uses a Total Communication Approach adapted to meet the needs of individual children which includes alongside Intensive Interaction and non-directive play. 
· Objects of Reference

· Single visual prompt cards (photo/symbol)

· Visual timetable/Now and Next

· Core boards

· Augmented Communication aids

· Makaton

· Adult modelled/prompted/scaffolded language
Play and Learning
Stepping Stones promote learning through play. Through play children develop skills across all prime and specific areas of learning and work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals.
By providing a safe and stimulating environment with effective adult support children will be able to:

· Explore, develop, and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world.

· Practice and build up concepts, ideas and skills.

· Learn how to recognise and better control impulses and emotions.

· Understand and better tolerate the need for developmentally appropriate rules, routines and expectations.
· Be alone, be alongside others, develop co-operation.

· Take risks and learn from mistakes

· Think creatively and imaginatively.

· Communicate thoughts and feelings with others

· Investigate and Problem solve.

Adults will support play by

· Planning accessible play opportunities and activities

· Supporting children’s learning through planned play

· Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play

· Extending and developing children’s language and communication in their play

· Observing each child’s engagement and listening to all forms of children’s communication to effectively evaluate and plan successful next steps for future play opportunities.

· Commenting on/Narrating children’s play, (Non directive play strategies).
Planning Recording and Assessment
Sessions are planned to entice and enable children to experience engagement in a range of activities that cover each of the prime and specific areas of development across the curriculum.
An appropriate balance of adult led, and child led play opportunities are planned on a weekly basis taking into consideration children’s interests and individual developmental stage.

Small group and individual activities are used as appropriate to develop skills in all areas of the curriculum.

Assessment is carried out through a blend of informal observation, interaction with each child, the use of information from reports and records and regular discussions with the team around the child.

Each child’s developmental progress is tracked through shared observations and recorded on their Learning Journey, Individual Education Plans, Team Around the Child (TAC) review meetings and SEND Support Plan.

Information gained through recording and assessment is shared with parents, colleagues and outside agencies as appropriate.

Progression
Stepping Stones has high expectations that all children will make progress based on their individual starting points. All children’s individual abilities are recognised, and activities are supported at an appropriate level to enable the child to engage and develop their skills.
Equal Opportunities

Stepping Stones will carefully consider the need for equality of opportunity when planning play experiences. We will consider each child’s needs and modify activities or provide additional equipment or resources to ensure that all children can be included.

Aims

· To ensure no child is excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, religion, culture, family background, disability, gender, home language, special educational needs.

· To ensure that all the children feel secure, included and valued.

· To establish feelings of trust and respect with all children and their parents and carers.
· To treat each child as an individual and provide equality of opportunity.

· To encourage self-confidence and a positive approach to learning.
All children and families receive a home visit prior to attending Stepping Stones where in discussion with families we can gain information to ensure familiar experiences and motivating resources are used as starting points for successful learning experiences.

When planning and setting up our learning environments Stepping Stones aims to create an accessible space that encourages exploration and a positive attitude to play and learning. We will include
· Keeping the environment free from any discriminatory practice or stereotypical images.
· Using displays, resources and equipment that reflect the community our children live in as well as the wider world.

· The curriculum will include activities relating to a wide range of religious, ethnic and cultural festivals.
· Telling stories, listening to music and looking at resources reflecting a range of cultures and religions.
This policy is linked to our Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Policy.
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