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Current Setting Manager Role replaced with Strategic Director role, overall responsibilty for the service remains but role
has a more strategic focus.

Centre Manager is a new full time role focused on the day to day running of the sefting and safeguarding.

SEND Inclusion Manager role refocused to Job share.

Administrator

18 hrs p/w

Admin & Fundraising

Co-Ordinator
12 hrs p/w

Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider




Stepping Stones

District Specialist Centre – Provision Overview
Who are we?

Stepping Stones is an independent charity based in Trowbridge supporting Pre -school children with complex needs and their families. We have a contract with the local Authority to provide the District Specialist Centre service for West Wiltshire. Our vision is to recognize the potential in each child and support access to any required intervention which will enable them to succeed.
What do we do?

Stepping Stones provides assessment and specialist learning support for the children who have been referred to us. Children are referred due to concerns regarding their delayed development. We welcome and support all children with a wide variety of complex needs including sensory and physical impairments and social and communication disorders.
We work closely with parents/carers and colleagues from health and education to ensure we collaborate to understand and interpret how each child can best learn and develop through play. Stepping Stones offers the EYFS curriculum differentiated to ensure that each child can best access and engage with a wide range of learning opportunities. 
How do children access sessions at Stepping Stones?
A place within a Stepping Stones session may be offered as part of a support package where a child meets the following criteria:
· Assessments indicate significant delay in 2 or more areas of development.

· The child will specifically benefit from play and learning within a peer group of children who present with similar needs.
Children Birth – 2 years are invited to attend Stay and Play sessions with their parent/carer. Here ideas and concerns can be discussed, and support strategies agreed and modelled.
Children aged from 2 years who are referred to us will initially access our Assessment sessions to enable a fuller assessment of needs and to plan which Toddler/Preschool sessions, if appropriate will be most suitable.
Children can only access a maximum of 5 hours session time each week at Stepping Stones.
If a space within a session at Stepping Stones is not appropriate then Outreach support only will be considered.

Enabling children to succeed
All children are supported by Stepping Stones to also attend and thrive in their local childcare setting through our Inreach and Outreach service. We focus on partnership working with colleagues in other early years settings to support confident inclusive practice.
The Stepping Stones Playroom team all hold Early years qualifications and have SEND specific training. A high adult:child ratio ensures that bespoke and targeted support can be provided to all children attending our sessions.
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Stepping Stones works closely with the Speech and Language Therapy team and follows a Total Communication Approach supporting children’s communication through Makaton, Visual strategies, symbol supported and augmented aids.

The Curiosity Programme, Attention Autism and TEACCH approach are employed to help our team entice children to engage with play and learning.

Stepping Stones facilitates a range of workshops and information sharing events for Parents/Carers to build their awareness of recommended strategies and their confidence in how to best meet their child’s needs.
Stepping Stones will support a successful transition into school.
Planning for the Future  

Stepping Stones is proud to be celebrating our 50th year (1975 – 2025) of providing a highly respected specialist support service to children and families in the West Wiltshire area. 

Our current Manager has been in post since 1997 and Stepping Stones is succession planning towards her retirement.

We believe that this is a challenging but exciting opportunity to look to the future and work with a special person enthusiastic to drive forward the Stepping Stones service.
For more information, please visit our website https://www.steppingstonestrowbridge.co.uk/
[image: image3.png]Ofs

Outstanding
Provider




www.steppingstonestrowbridge.co.uk
Registered Charity No 1012556

